Bonnethead Shark
(Sphyrna tiburo)

One of the smaller species of hammerhead

sharks, Bonnetheads are distinguishable by

their shovel-shaped heads. Bonnetheads are
migratory species and have suffered

dramatic loss of habitat. We urge listing with
the entire family Sphyrnidae under CITES
Appendix II.

STATUS:
ENDANGERED

e As of 2020, the IUCN has listed
Bonnethead sharks as endangered with
populations decreasing. The current
population numbers are largely depleted
with a medium recovery potential.’

\I/ Decreasing

< ENDANGERED >

e Bonnethead sharks have experienced a
decline of 50-79% globally within the last
three generations.?

e The bonnethead shark is commonly
found in continental and insular shelves
over mud and sand, seagrass, coral reefs,
estuaries, shallow bays and channels in
the central and southern atlantic and
pacific, from shore to 90m depth.?

e Bonnetheads are vulnerable to habitat
loss from coastal development # 56 such
asresidential and commercial
development, disturbance, and pollution
as well as agriculture and aquaculture
activities.# 56
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Pressure from fishing, both direct and
incidental have had a significant impact on
bonnethead sharks.®> Bycatch from gillnets,
demersal trawls as well as recreational
hook and line are most commonly affecting
this species.!

On average, bonnethead litter sizes range
from 4- 14 shark pups, and measure
approximately 21.5-29.7 cm (0.7-1ft).
This makes them an easy target for both
demersal trawls in seagrass ecosystems,
and larger predators.’

The fins from this shark are similar in
shape, and can often be confused with
other endangered hammerhead species in
the shark fin trade, and are considered a
look-alike species. &°
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Recent studies show that sharks in the
Hammerhead family (scalloped,
smooth, great hammerhead and
bonnethead sharks) are among the top
5 most fished shark species in the Hong
Kong shark fin market.8 %1011

If the population of this species is to
recover, fisheries and the shark fin trade
must be sustainably managed to
regulate bonnethead and other
hammerhead species from entering the
global market." 1213

Additionally, coastal development must
be better managed in regards to
pollution and marine habitat
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* Ymage CITES.

Due to their endangered status and look
alike status in the shark fin trade-
bonnethead sharks are recommended
for listing with the entire (Sphyrnidae)
family under Appendix Il of the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) at the Coalition of the
parties(COP19).

References

1.IUCN. (2019, October 23). The IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Retrieved October
17,2022, from https:// www.iucnredlist.org/
species/1095/53947343

2.CITES. (2022). Consideration fo Proposals for Ammendment of
Appendices | and Il CITES.org. Retrieved October 17, 2022, from
https://cites.org/sites/ default/files/eng/cop/19/prop/
as_received/E- Sphyrnidae_spp.pdf

3. Weigmann, S. (2016). Annotated checklist of the living sharks,
batoids and Chimaeras (Chondrichthyes) of the world, with a
focus on biogeographical diversity. Journal of Fish Biology, 88(3),
837-1037. https://doi.org/10.1111/ jfb.12874

4. Pérez-Jiménez, J. C. (2014). Historical records reveal potential
extirpation of four hammerhead sharks (Sphyrna spp.) in Mexican
Pacific Waters. Reviews in Fish Biology and Fisheries, 24(2), 671-
683. https://doi.org/10.1007/ s11160-014-9353-y

5. Diaz-Jaimes, P., Bayona-Véasquez, N. J., Escatel-Luna, E., Uribe-
Alcocer, M., Pecoraro, C., Adams, D. H., Frazier, B. S., Glenn, T. C,,
& Babbucci, M. (2020). Population genetic divergence of
bonnethead sharks sphyrna tiburo in the western North Atlantic:
Implications for conservation. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and
Freshwater Ecosystems, 31(1), 83-98. https://doi.org/10.1002/
aqc.3434

6. Mendoza, J. (2015). Rise and fall of Venezuelan industrial and
artisanal marine fisheries: 1950-2010. Fisheries Centre. The
University of British Columbia.

7. Reis-Filho, J. A., Sampaio, C. L. S, Leite, L., Oliveira, G. S. A,,
Loiola, M., & Nunes, J. de. (2014). Rediscovery of bonnethead
shark Sphyrna tiburo after more than two decades of non-record
on Central Coast of Brazil. Marine Biodiversity Records, 7. https://
doi.org/10.1017/ s1755267214000487

8. Fields, A. T., Fischer, G. A, Shea, S. K., Zhang, H., Abercrombie,
D. L., Feldheim, K. A., Babcock, E. A., & Chapman, D. D. (2017).
Species composition of the international shark fin trade assessed
through a retail- market survey in Hong Kong. Conservation
Biology, 32(2), 376-389. https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.13043

9. Cardefiosa, D., Shea, K. H., Zhang, H., Feldheim, K., Fischer, G.
A., & Chapman, D. D. (2019). Small fins, large trade: A snapshot of
the species composition of low-value shark fins in the Hong Kong
markets. Animal Conservation, 23(2), 203- 211. https://
doi.org/10.1111/acv.12529

10. Cardefiosa, D., Fields, A. T., Babcock, E. A., Zhang, H.,
Feldheim, K., Shea, S. K., Fischer, G. A., & Chapman, D. D. (2018).
CITES-listed sharks remain among the top species in the
contemporary fin trade. Conservation Letters, 11(4). https://
doi.org/10.1111/conl.12457

11. Clarke S.C, Magnussen, J., R. E., Abercrombie, D. L.,
MccCallistar, Murdoc H. K., & Shivji, M. S. (2006). Identification of
shark species composition and proportion in the Hong Kong shark
fin market based on molecular genetics and Trade
Records.Conservation Biology, 20(1), 201-211. https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1523-1739.2005.00247 .x

12. Sedar. (2013, September). Sedar 34 HMS Atlantic sharpnose
shark and Bonnethead Shark. SEDAR SouthEast Data Assessment
and Review. Retrieved October 17, 2022, from https://
sedarweb.org/assessments/sedar-34/

13. Hueter, R.E. and C.A. Manire (1994) Bycatch and catch-
release mortality of small sharks in the Gulf coast nursery
grounds of Tampa Bay and Charlotte Harbor. Mote Marine
Technical Report No. 368 (Final report to NOAA/NMFS, MARFIN
Project NA17FF0378-01):183 pp. Available from Mote Marine
Laboratory Library

www.sharkstewards.org






